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Greg Viergutz, former publisher of the 
Gothenburg Times, received the Nebraska 
Press Association’s highest honor when he 
was named Master-Editor Publisher during 
the 142nd Annual NPA Convention, held 
April 22-23, at the Holiday Inn & Conference 
Center in Kearney, NE.

Having spent the past 38 years as publisher 
of The Times, he is the 45th person to receive 
the Master Editor-Publisher Award from the 
state’s oldest trade association, comprised of 
169 daily and weekly Nebraska newspapers.

Viergutz, who has served as president of 
both the Nebraska Press Association and the 
Nebraska Press Advertising Service, and his 
wife, Kathi, sold The Times and retired in 
December 2015. They have since moved to 
Lincoln to be closer to their children, grand-
children, and the Huskers.

  

For almost four decades, Greg carried on a family tradi-
tion of publishing a newspaper. He believed that newspa-
pers were mirrors of a town - good or bad.  

Greg learned early in life the benefits of community 
service and involvement. He and his wife Kathi served 
the community of Gothenburg, their newspaper staff and 
their readers through dedication, customer service and a 
strong work ethic. In February, 2016, they were given the 
Pony Express Rider Award by the Gothenburg Community 
Development Office and Gothenburg Improvement Compa-
ny for going above and beyond to better the community.  

A fellow publisher described Greg as a friend’s friend, a 
publisher’s publisher and a great asset to the Nebraska 
Press Association and the State of Nebraska.

Following the Friday night banquet, a reception was held 
for Greg, hosted by the Viergutz family for NPA members, 
guests and friends.   

Greg Viergutz receives Nebraska Press’ highest award

2016 MASTER EDITOR-PUBLISHER - (l to r): NPA Executive 
Director, Allen Beermann,  Kathi Viergutz, Greg Viergutz, Nebraska 
Governor Pete Ricketts and NPA President, Dennis Morgan.
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Outstanding Young Nebraska Journalist Award
The Outstanding Young Nebraska Journalist Award was created and funded by Zean and Marilyn Carney 

in 2001. The Carneys are former publishers of the Wahoo Newspaper, Waverly News, Ashland Gazette and 
David City Banner-Press. Nominees are judged on their professionalism, creativity, comments or statements 
on goals, impact of their work on print journalism and the community of journalistic excellence. The awards 
were presented Friday, April 22, during the NPA Annual Convention in Kearney, NE. 

Presenting the awards were (l to r): NPA President, Dennis Morgan, Zean and Marilyn Carney, and their son, 
Jeff Carney, Corporate Director/Digital Content Development, for BH Media Group. 

FIRST - DAILY CATEGORY:
KYLE   CUMMINGS  -  ALLIANCE   TIMES-HERALD
In May, 2015, Kyle returned to his home town of 
Alliance to become Sports Editor at The Times-
Herald.
One of his nominating letters states: “In an age 
when many young people leave Alliance and 
other rural communities, never to return, Kyle 
bucked that trend and is dedicated to his craft 
and involved in his community.”

SECOND - DAILY CATEGORY:
KAMIE   STEPHEN-NORTH PLATTE TELEGRAPH
Kamie has been a reporter at The Telegraph since 
2014, working various beats including health, 
education, government and community.
Judge’s comment: “Kamie Stephen is another 
fine example of the value of good community 
journalists.”

FIRST - WEEKLY CATEGORY:
TESSA BURGENER - AURORA NEWS-REGISTER
Tessa has been the News Editor at The News-
Register for nearly two years, stepping fresh out 
of college to replace a 38-year veteran editor.
One of her nominating letters states: “She hit the 
ground running with solid journalism skills and 
has shown maturity beyond her years, earning 
the respect of her co-workers and readers alike.”
 

SECOND - WEEKLY CATEGORY:
MARK VRBICKY - PENDER TIMES
Mark has been an editor, reporter and pho-
tographer at The Times since 2013.
Judge’s comment: “Mark graduated from 
college hoping for a radio job. Fortunately 
for newspaper journalism and The Times, he 
chose a job in print media that gave him the 
opportunity to utilize his multimedia talents.” 
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2016 Nebraska Journalism Hall of Fame Inductees
The 2016 Nebraska Journalism Hall of Fame inductees were announced at Friday evening’s awards banquet. 
The Hall of Fame honors persons who have distinguished themselves in print journalism. This year’s inductees 
are: Sharron Hollen, Matt Waite, G. Woodson “Woody” Howe and J.P. O’Furey (posthumously). The inductees will 
be honored during banquet ceremonies on October 21, 2016, at The Nebraska Club in Lincoln, NE. The Journal-
ism Hall of Fame Awards are sponsored by the Nebraska Press Association and the UNL College of Journalism 
and Mass Communications.  

SHARRON HOLLEN worked 
at the North Platte Telegraph for 
48 years as a reporter. She wrote 
her “Reporter at Large” column 
by traveling to 17 countries and 
writing about people, places and 
things. She started at The Tele-
graph right out of high school, in 
1962, and continued as a reporter 
until her retirement in 2011.

MATT WAITE is a professor 
of practice at the University of 
Nebraska College of Journalism 
and Mass Communications, 
and started the first drone 
journalism program in 2011. 
The Drone Journalism Lab, 
under his direction, has been 
at the forefront of the changing 
regulations for drones in 
the U.S. Prior to joining the 
faculty, he was the senior 
news technologist for the St. 
Petersburg (FL) Times, and a 
principal developer of the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning PolitiFact. Waite 
is also a graduate of the UNL 
College of Journalism and Mass 
Communications. 

(Rob Dump, co-publisher of 
the Hartington Cedar Co. 
News, accepted  J.P. O’Furey’s   
posthumous inductee letter on 
behalf of O’Furey’s relatives). 
J.P. O’FUREY started his 
Nebraska newspaper career in 
1915, when he purchased the 
Cedar Co. News, after a nearly 
20-year career as a reporter 
and circulation manager at 
several Ohio newspapers. In 
1932, O’Furey was elected to 
the Nebraska State Senate, 
representing the 10th District. 
He died in 1937 at the age of 61.   

G. WOODSON “WOODY” HOWE’S career at the Omaha World-Herald spanned 36 years, serving 24 years 
as a member of the company’s board of directors. He joined The World-Herald as a reporter in 1962, and 
went on to serve as city editor, editor and senior VP for news. Woody led a legal effort in Nebraska that 
resulted in a landmark First Amendment case, Nebraska Press Association vs. Hugh Stuart. (Howe was 
unable to attend the April 22 banquet).

2016 NPA Foundation Scholarship Recipients 

Four Nebraska students were selected to each receive 
a $2,000 scholarship from the Nebraska Press Associa-
tion Foundation for the 2016-17 school year. The Founda-
tion board members selected the scholarship winners from 
over 30 submitted applications. Scholarships are awarded 
to Nebraska high school and college students that plan to 
pursue a career in print journalism.

 This years’ recipients are: Cy Cannon, Senior-Osceola High 
School, from Silver Creek, NE; Cadrien Livingston, Senior-
Clearwater/Orchard High School, from Orchard, NE; David 
Mueller, Junior-UNK, from Shelton, NE; and Lauren Wagner, 
Freshman-Doane College, from Ceresco, NE. Recipients 
were honored at the Saturday, April 23, awards luncheon. 
Presenting their certificates was NPA Foundation President, 
Rob Dump. (David Mueller and Lauren Wagner were unable to 
attend the luncheon).
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Friday night’s keynote speaker during the annual 
Nebraska Press Association Convention, this year in 
Kearney, was a World War II veteran.

 
In June of 1944, 19-year-old Morley Piper was climb-

ing down a rickety rope ladder into a higgins boat just 
10 miles off the shore of Omaha Beach.

Cramped shoulder-to-shoulder with 30 or so other 
soldiers, with the sea rolling and nerves high, they set 
course to storm Normandy.

However, their storming wouldn’t go 
exactly as planned. Due to weather, planes 
could not bomb the beach to create craters 
for the soldiers to take cover in. Germans 
had the upper hand, posted high in the 
hills with direct access to the beach. 

Piper said they reached the beach earlier 
than originally planned, and they watched 
as some didn’t make it out of the water. 
Some drowned, others were shot.

With no cover and no way to escape the 
beach—their backs to the rolling sea and their 
faces to guns and enemy lines—their thoughts 
instantly turned to personal survival.

At 19-years-old, Morley Piper was fighting 
for our country and being put into situations where the 
possibility of getting out alive was incredibly low. He 
watched his fellow soldiers in his unit fall beside him. 
He watched medics and wounded soldiers get blown 
to pieces by land mines, while others were shredded 
by large guns.

When he first enlisted, he said boys would come 
through, with wide, fearful eyes, and there was never 
really a chance to get to know them, as they were 
wounded or killed only days later.

For 50 years, he didn’t talk about the war, only 
thought about it. But following a trip back to Omaha 
Beach and other areas in France/Europe, and with 
heavy persuasion from family and friends, he began 
sharing his past with others. 

In my life, I’ve heard several war stories—even written 
about some—but never once have I heard a story be told 
in such detail, in such depth. Mr. Piper’s story is tragic, 
emotional, and one he shares with so many others who 
are either still alive or have since passed away.

He recalled going back overseas at the 70th anniver-
sary and visiting the Normandy cemetery filled with U.S. 
soldiers, which overlooks Omaha Beach. Crosses follow 
each other in rows, each of them facing west toward 
home, but never really returning home. Mr. Piper said 
their death rate was at 150 percent, with more than 
20,000 soldiers falling.

Behind the cemetery sits Omaha Beach, with white 
sand and pebbles, “a far cry from what it used to be,” 

Mr. Piper said.

While listening to his story, to the way 
he recalled parts of his past, it made me 
think of all the things we take for granted, 
of all the things we complain about on a 
day-to-day basis.

At 19-years-old, he was literally putting 
his life on the line. At 19-years-old, I was 
complaining I didn’t want to get out of bed 
to go to a class at 8 a.m.

We are constantly complaining about little 
things like that annoying coworker, the house 
not being clean all the time, or even about 
the lawn not being mowed.

We are constantly worrying about tomor-
row—will this be done? When will I have time 

for this and that? What will we have for supper the rest 
of the week?

Just from hearing Mr. Piper’s story, he and the oth-
ers around him weren’t thinking about tomorrow or the 
remaining week. They were thinking about the next few 
seconds—would they be able to make it across the beach 
and find cover? Would they be shot? Would they die? 

His story and any other story ever told about war, 
puts your mind into a different perspective. We get so 
caught up in the busy schedules and focusing on what’s 
wrong in our lives that we don’t stop and think about 
the things we take for granted, including those people 
we’re lucky to have in our lives. 

Take a minute to stop and just breathe. Take a 
minute to clear your mind and stop worrying about 
tomorrow—even that is a luxury all its own.

This column originally appeared in the April 27, 2016, 
issue of the Sutton Clay Co. News.

  

D i f f e r e n t  Pe r s p e c t i v e 

By Ashley 
Swanson,

Sutton
 Clay Co. News

The Nebraska Newspaper
Published twice a year by the Nebraska Press Association

845 “S” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508
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email: nebpress@nebpress.com
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 Nebraska Press Association Lifetime Members 

At the Friday night banquet, six Nebraska Press Association affiliate 
members were presented with Honorary Lifetime Membership plaques. 
Lifetime memberships are directed by the NPA board of directors, by 
recommendation or nomination, and usually reserved for those who 
are retired, have been inducted into the Journalism Hall of Fame and/
or received designation of Master Editor-Publisher. Consideration is 
also given for active continued service in many ways, to our member-
ship and association. 

Presenting the plaques was NPA President, Dennis Morgan. Receiving lifetime memberships were (l to r): Ken 
Rhoades, Blair; Butch Furse, Aurora; Bill Nuckolls, Lincoln; Don Russell, Sutton; and Zean Carney, Lincoln.

(Right): Gil Savery, Lincoln, was unable to attend Friday’s banquet, so his lifetime membership plaque was 
presented to him after convention at the NPA/NPAS office, by Executive Director, Allen Beermann.   

As a 19-year-old second lieutenant in 
the Army, Morley Piper served during 
the WWII D-Day invasion in Normandy, 
an epic battle that changed the course 
of the war.

During his Friday night keynote 
address, Piper presented a stirring 
account of his experiences when he 
answered the call of duty.

 Following his address, he was 
presented with a handmade quilt from 
the Quilts of Valor Foundation, a volun-
teer organization that makes quilts for 
veterans and service members touched 
by war. Since it’s founding 13 years 
ago, more than 135,000 Quilts of Valor 
have been awarded nationally. The quilt 
presented to Piper was made by Hanna 
Morrison, age 18, a 4-H member from 
Nebraska City.

Presenting the quilt (right) are Dr. Sara 
Kenny, the Nebraska State Coordinator for 
Quilts of Valor Foundation, her husband Tim 
of Lincoln, and NPA Executive Director, Allen 
Beermann.

Piper, 91, is the retired executive director 
of the New England Newspaper Association, 
a post he held for 45 years, retiring in 2009.

He currently serves as clerk for the 
Newspaper Association Managers (NAM).

Morley Piper gives stirring keynote address, receives Quilt of Valor
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They love what they do, and it shows
By Amy Johnson, publisher and editor, Springview Herald

This week is the 142nd Annual Nebraska Press 
Convention, a gathering of over 200 reporters, 
editors, sports writers, news-getters, photographers 
and publishers. Represented will be 17 daily 
Nebraska newspapers and 152 weeklies. The 
NPA is the state’s oldest trade association, 
founded in 1873.

Being among veteran reporters, seasoned 
publishers, and what I would consider to be 
experts in their field, is both rewarding and 
enlightening. At each session, social event and 
workshop, I am surrounded by a wealth of knowledge 
and compassion. These people love what they do, and 
it shows.

What amazes me is that each of them are so willing 
to help out a fellow publisher and editor like myself. 
They don’t hesitate to mentor their peers to ensure that 
each newspaper in this great state is doing as well as

 the next. There’s no sense of competition or race to 
be at the top, simply a sense of unity.

By the end of the conference it will be reinforced how 
important community newspapers are and how 
much they matter to the areas they serve. There 
will be new concepts to implement, and ideas 
on how to make them become reality. I will gain 
new connections in the newspaper industry that 
will enhance the weekly periodical that I strive 
to make better every single issue.

If someone were to walk into this convention 
and say that “newspapers are a thing of the past,” they 
might need to hone up on their debate skills, because 
these 200 plus editors and publishers will beg to differ.

 
This column originally appeared in the April 20, 2016, 

issue of the Springview Herald.

The NPA/NPAS partner for the Nebraska 
Digitization project

DIGITAL
P R E S E R VAT I O N

We’re here to help preserve  
and restore relevancy to your  

bound editions, loose hard  
copies or microfilm files.

402-342-3178  •  800-408-3178
universal-info.com

A long-time partner of the NPA, 
Universal can digitize and prepare your 

publication archive for the future. 

FREE CONSULTATION FOR SCOPE AND COST

Funding and  
monetization 
IDEASTIMELY 

completion 
of all projects

 BEST-IN-CLASS 
handling and 
process

Handling of 
film, video, 
paper and 
other media

DIGITIZE | DISCOVER | ENGAGE
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The Weekly Class Awards are sponsored by the Ken Rhoades family. The 
Community Newspaper Award is sponored by Elna and the late Loral Johnson.

Class D Sweepstakes - 1st Place  
Seward County Independent

Accepting the award for The Independent is (l to r): Publisher, 
Kevin Zadina; Editor, Jill Martin; Sports/Asst Editor, Stephanie 

Croston; and Advertising Manager, Patrick Checketts.

Class B Sweepstakes - 1st Place
Grant Tribune-Sentinel

Accepting the award are (left) Production Manager, 
Samantha Goff and Advertising Manager, Brooke Pankonin. 

Community Newspaper Sweepstakes 1st Place
Gering Courier

DAILY - Sweepstakes 1st Place 
Grand Island Independent

Photo of the Year - Mutton Bustin’
Matt Dixon - Grand Island Independent

Class C Sweepstakes - 1st Place
 Aurora News-Register

Class A Sweepstakes - 1st Place
 Gering Courier

Editorial of the Year - News is Never Free  
Blair Washington Co. Enterprise

   Accepting the award for The Enterprise is Editor, Katie Rohman. 
Presenting the award (l to r): NPA President, Dennis Morgan; and NPA 

Convention Committee Co-Chairs, Mike Konz and Tory Duncan. 

NPA’s 2016 Better Newspaper Contest
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Omaha World-Herald Community Service 
and Service to Agriculture Awards

COMMUNITY SERVICE & SERVICE TO 
AGRICULTURE AWARD - CLASS D, WEEKLY: 
Blair Washington Co. Enterprise & Blair 
Washington Co. Pilot-Tribune - Publisher, Mark 
Rhoades; and Managing Editor, Katie Rohman 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD  DAILY: 
Norfolk Daily News - Editor, Kent Warneke 

 COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD  
CLASS C, WEEKLY: Aurora News-

Register - Co-Publisher, Kurt Johnson

SERVICE TO AGRICULTURE AWARD  
DAILY: Kearney Hub - Publisher, Julie 

Speirs; and Managing Editor, Mike Konz

Presenting the awards at the Friday night banquet were Nebraska Governor Pete 
Ricketts; Publisher, Omaha World-Herald, Terry Kroeger; and NPA President, Dennis Morgan

No Class B weekly entries were submitted for 
Community Service; no award was issued by judges 

for Class A weekly Service to Agriculture   

 SERVICE TO AGRICULTURE 
AWARD - CLASS C, WEEKLY: West 

Point News - Editor, Willis Mahannah  SERVICE TO AGRICULTURE 
AWARD CLASS B, WEEKLY: Chadron 

Record - Editor, Kerri Rempp 

 SERVICE TO AGRICULTURE 
AWARD - CLASS A, WEEKLY: Arlington 

Citizen - Publisher, Mark Rhoades; 
and News Editor, Leeanna Ellis 
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September is gone, the county fairs
are over and the kids are back in

school. No doubt about it, it has been
an extremely busy summer.

The NPAS Summer Convention
had a line-up of guest speakers that
would rival a presidential convention. I
want to extend a special thank you to
Ken and Virginia Rhoades for their
generous hospitality. Many of the
attendees that weekend were NNA
folks. They were impressed with our
good old Nebraska hospitality and
returned home with smiles on their
faces.

Your NPAS president, Gayle
Schutz, and I visited some newspapers
in August. We would like to extend a
very hearty welcome to new publishers,
Jolene Miller of Cambridge and the
team of Bob and Tori Willis of Curtis.
All three are energetic movers and
shakers. Those communities are in
good hands with these folks operating
the newspapers. More visitations will be
scheduled as the year progresses.

At press time it appears the gam-
bling issue will not be appearing on the
ballot. Bill Kelly of the Nebraska ETV
Network (NETV) and I had been dis-
cussing the concept of “Diner
Debates.” These diner debates would
have been gatherings designed to seek
community input outside the formal
debate setting. NETV and the

Nebraska Public Radio Network
(NPRN) had extended an invitation to
Nebraska newspapers to become a full
partner with them on this endeavor.

The NPA appreciates the kind ges-
ture extended to community newspa-
pers by NETV and NPRN. Perhaps we
will be able to visit this format at a later
date with another issue.

Kurt Johnson and the Tech
Committee have made special arrange-
ments to provide digital 4-H photos
from the Nebraska State Fair to pub-
lishers who have E-mail and request
photos of winners from their commu-
nity. 

The contest committee under Ted
Gill’s direction is hammering out the
final revisions to a few rule changes. 

John Edgecombe and I have been
discussing plans for next April’s con-
vention. A few speakers have been lined
up and round table discussions are back
in the works. Watch for more student
activity and participation at next
spring’s convention.

Speaking of student activity, vari-
ous NPA volunteers will be assisting
with the Nebraska High School Press
Association (NHSPA) gathering in
Lincoln, Oct. 28. You may recall that
one of my key goals this year is to get
young people involved in community
journalism in a variety of ways. 

I have been coordinating efforts with
state college and high school organiza-
tions. The NHSPA gathering in
October will involve the following vol-
unteers: B. J. Fictum, Crete, sports
writing; Butch Furse, Aurora, ethics;
Rob James, NPAS, advertising; Zean
Carney, Wahoo, PhotoShop; Jenelle
Coady, Pawnee City, feature writing
and Kurt Johnson, Aurora, column
writing. Gayle Schutz, Arapahoe, and I
will lead the session on job opportuni-
ties in community journalism.

More publishers should consider
teaming up with their community
schools. Help them put together a
school newspaper, recruit teen colum-
nists or run segments of their existing
newspaper within your pages. These
young people are future subscribers
and advertisers. We need more interac-
tion with them. Seek their input and
talents. You may be nurturing the tal-
ents of a future writer, editor or sales
person with the qualities you desire.

That’s all I have for now. See you
on the pages. ■
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Summer is over — we’re working
on new programs and events
By KENT BROYHILL

Of the
Newspaper

Industry

For The Future

GROWING

Include the
Nebraska Press

Association Foundation
In Yo u r  

★ Donations
★ Memorials

★ Estate Planning

Fully Approved For
Tax Deduction

Nebraska Press
Association Foundation

845 S St.
Lincoln, NE 68508

800-369-2850

The Associated Press has acquired
Capitol Wire, a Web-based news and
information service devoted to the
coverage of state governments for a
professional audience. Capitol Wire
operates a subscription-based service
from state capitals in Pennsylvania,
New York, New Jersey, Ohio and
Virginia. Terms of the asset purchase
agreement were not disclosed.

The acquisition enables AP to
expand its offerings in regional markets

for government and corporate infor-
mation. The Capitol Wire service will
be expanded and marketed through
the AP’s Information Services depart-
ment, which serves those markets.

Louis D. Boccardi, president and
chief executive officer of the news
cooperative said, “Capitol Wire is a
good strategic fit for AP. We are
already in the business of licensing cer-
tain content to corporate and govern-
ment customers.”  ■

The Associated Press acquires Capitol Wire

At a long-ago conference, I
heard an ad agency execu-

tive from the Midwest compare adver-
tising to a bed of nails.

The bed of nails trick used to be
popular in magic shows. The brave
magician would tear off his shirt and
lie down on a slab of wood which was
covered with thousands of nails. For
the sake of drama, the nails weren’t the
hardware store variety. They were long
and polished, and the stage lights were
angled to give them a threatening
glow. The audience would hold its
breath, as he stretched out — then
cheer when he stood up, unhurt.

Of course, we all know how this
works. The nails are positioned so
close together that no single nail sup-
ports enough weight to break the skin.

The number of nails makes the
trick appear dangerous, when in fact
the number of nails makes it safe.

But what would happen if the bed
of nails had just one nail? Sorry,
Houdini, there goes the magic act.

The agency executive mentioned
that advertising works on the same
principle. If an ad tries to say too
much, it won’t make an impression.
But if it makes just one point, it has a
chance of breaking through to the
audience.

Although he was talking mainly
about television advertising you could
say the same about the newspaper.

Consider ad layout, for example.
Not long ago, I saw a full page ad that
had individual pictures of over 200
cars. It looked like an aerial photo-
graph of a parking lot. Every column
inch screamed for attention. But in
trying to make everything important,

that poor advertiser made nothing
important. There were too many nails.

Architects say that every room
should have a focal point, a center of
attention. Likewise, every ad should
have a visual point of entry. Think of it
as a single nail. Something that sticks
through.

There is power in simplicity.
As an experiment, pick up a news-

paper and pretend you’re a reader.
Don’t set out to read the articles.

Just turn the pages to see what catches
your eye. How much time do you
spend on each page? Two seconds?
Three seconds? Four? That’s how
much time you have to grab a reader’s
attention.

There are four basic elements in a
print ad: the headline, the body copy,

the logo and some kind of illustration.
The illustration has the best potential
to become a graphic hook. Obviously,
an ad with one picture will draw more
attention than an ad with a dozen pic-
tures. But in those cases when you use
multiple illustrations, it will help to
make one substantially larger than the
others. Every ad needs a nail.

Ernest Hemingway summed it up
when he said, “My aim is to put down
on paper what I see and what I feel in
the best and simplest way.”

Hemingway was famous for the
clarity of his writing. He understood
the power of simplicity.

And so should we. It works like
magic. ■

© Copyright 2002 by John Foust. 
All rights reserved

John Foust conducts on-site 
advertising training for newspapers,
press associations and advertisers. His
“Basics of Layout and Copy” video is
being used by newspapers from coast to
coast. 

For information, contact: John
Foust, PO Box 97606, Raleigh, NC
27624 USA. 

E-mail: jfoust@mindspring.com.
Phone 919-848-2401
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“HOTLINE” Lawyers —
Dedicated to the Nebraska Press

Your Nebraska Press Association prepays the LEGAL HOTLINE service for solid, practical and
prompt legal advice. The focus is on prevention of legal problems. The counsel offered can help your 
newspaper gather news, gain access to records and meetings, edit out libel risks, and resolve advertising,
employment and other business issues lawfully. Please freely contact Alan Peterson, Shawn Renner or 
Jolene Papa at Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson & Oldfather. Address: Suite 1900, 233 S. 13th St., 
Lincoln, NE 68508. Phone: 402-474-6900. FAX: 402-474-5393. E-mail: apeterson@cline-law.com, 
srenner@cline-law.com or jpapa@cline-law.com.

Video training for your ad staff
For years, the Basics 

of Layout and Copy video
has helped newspaper
staffs create ads that get
big results. Contact John
Foust today for information.

John Foust Advertising Training PO Box 97606, Raleigh, NC 27624 USA
Phone: 919-848-2401, E-mail: jfoust@mindspring.com

NPA/NPAS officers begin new terms for 2016-17

Jason Frederick,  co-

publisher of the Trenton 

Hitchcock Co. News and the 

Benkelman Post & News-

Chronicle, has been elected 

president of the Nebraska 

Press Association for the 

2016-17 term. Frederick 

who succeeds Dennis Mor-

gan, was elected at the NPA 

annual meeting, held April 

22, during the annual press 

convention in Kearney.

Other officers elected were, 

Peggy Year, co-publisher of the 

Hartington Cedar Co. News, as 

vice president and Kevin Za-

dina, publisher of the Seward 

Co. Independent,   as treasurer .
New to the board for a three- 

year term is Willis Mahannah, 
editor of  the West Point News. 
Dennis Morgan, publisher of 
the Elgin Review, will serve as 
immediate past president.

Continuing their terms 
as board of directors of NPA 
are: Tom Shaal, publisher of 
the Alliance Times-Herald; 
Lori Pankonin, co-publisher 
of the Imperial Republican; 
Terrie Baker, publisher of 
the North Platte Telegraph; 
Kevin Peterson, publisher of 
the Wayne Herald; and Amy 
Johnson, publisher of the 
Springview Herald.

Elected by the Nebraska 
Press Advertising Service 
(NPAS) were: President, 
Gerri Peterson, publisher 
of the Mullen Hooker Co. 
Tribune, and Tory Duncan, 
managing editor of the Sut-
ton Clay Co. News, as vice 
president.

New to the board for a 
three-year term is Randy 
Sadd, publisher of the Do-
niphan Herald.

Continuing their terms on 

the board of directors of NPAS 

are: Chris Rhoades, general 

manager of the South Sioux 

City Dakota Co. Star, and 

Nathan Arneal, publisher of 

the North Bend Eagle. Shary 

Skiles, publisher of the Mc-

Cook Gazette, will serve as 

immediate past president. 

Allen J. Beermann is 

executive director of both 

organizations.

The Nebraska Press As-

sociation membership in-

cludes 169 weekly and daily 

newspapers with a total 

paid circulation in excess 

of 480,000. The NPA was 

founded in 1873. NPAS in-

cludes all of the NPA mem-

bership and was founded 

in 1951.

Outgoing NPA President, Dennis Morgan, hands off the 
mega gavel to incoming NPA President, Jason Frederick.

Friday luncheon speaker, UNL Men’s 
Basketball Head Coach, Tim Miles 
If UNL Men’s Basketball Head Coach Tim Miles ever decides to quit 

his day job, he may just decide to go back to working at a newspaper. 
Okay, maybe not, but his enthusiasm as he reminisced about growing 
up in a newspaper family was certainly amusing and inspiring. His 
parents published a small weekly in South Dakota and Miles kept 
Friday’s luncheon attendees entertained with his 45-minute talk (no 
notes) that included stories about growing up doing odd jobs at his 
parent’s newspaper, and how watching their role as publishers in 
their community influenced his life.             
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While digging through a few momentos this past 
Sunday, I ran across a letter from my father, yes, a real 
letter, mailed and all, not an email, but a letter.

The letter, dated April 15, 1994, preceded what 
would be my dad’s final Nebraska Press Association 
Convention held that year in Lincoln.

In the letter, he wrote: Dear Tory, I write this 
letter to you, just coming off a chemo treatment...
Your mom and I head to press convention at The 
Cornhusker in Lincoln this weekend and I’m truly 

finding myself wondering if this 
will be my last convention I ever 
take in, while on this Earth... I 
feel really good and my spirits are 
up, but I often times find myself 
wondering how much time I have.

I have truly enjoyed the life I 
have lived, even if I have missed 
things that you and your sisters have 
taken part in over your lives, but I re-
ally wonder what I am feeling heading 

to this press convention and wondering if it’s the last 
time I will see many of the people that are truly in the 
trenches of the newspaper business with me and your 
mother.

I just wanted you to know that I wish I could share 
this press convention with you because I really doubt 
that I will be around for another one, given the diagnosis 
that I am dealing with.

Love dad.
Those are the words my dad shared with me just 

three months short of his passing, and just days be-
fore he was to receive the distinguished master editor-
publisher award in 1994. Perhaps the highest and most 
distinguished award that any newspaper person could 
ever receive.

Dad didn’t know, at the time, that I was going to be at 
convention, because I knew at the time I received his letter 
that he was going to receive this honor. He didn’t know what 
I knew then, but I also knew where he was at in his own 
thoughts...I knew that he was staring death right in the face.

His thoughts in that letter were one of worry and 
doubt. Is everyone going to be okay after he’s gone...He 

always put his family first, then came his own thoughts.
The night that he received the honor as Master 

Editor-Publisher, when he stood on stage and 
watched as my sisters and I, as well as so many 
of his extended family, coming around the corner 
just seconds after being honored as the master 
editor-publisher, never once did I see tears come 
out of a man’s face, especially my dad’s face. But 
on that given night, with mortality facing him 
straight in the eyes, even with a smile on his face, 
it was a moment that was absolutely priceless.

So as I head to press convention this week, I 
will forever hold this letter very near and dear to 
my heart, because at the time I don’t think he 
truly felt his deep mortality, but more importantly 
to him, he felt the true brotherhood of what the 

Nebraska Press Association was to him. Even bigger to 
Dad was what the small-town community newspaper 
truly meant to his heart.

While I’ll never pretend to put myself on the same level 
of a newspaper man that Doug Duncan was, I would like 
to think that his ability to be fair, NOT micro-manage 
and trust each and every one of his employees is some 
what like me, but I’ll let others be the judge of that. Dad 
was (still is) a one of a kind that will never be duplicated.

He certainly is very much alive within me, as I often 
times look to him for guidance in dealing with any 
given day.

While in his letter, he was certainly sharing his 
thoughts of his own mortality, but even in facing the 
end of his life at the age of 50, he still remained posi-
tive. He built up his family, his employees and never 
once degraded, or embarrassed a soul with his ways.

Yep, he’ll be right at my side this weekend in Kearney.

This column originally appeared in the April 20, 2016, 
issue of the Sutton Clay Co. News.

April 15, 1994...

By
Tory 

Duncan, 
Managing 

Editor, 
Sutton Clay 
Co. News

Doug Duncan
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White Glove Tour of Classic Car Collection  

This years’ NPA Foundation fundraiser event was held Thursday evening, April 21, at 
the Classic Car Collection in Kearney, which features more than 200 historic and one-
of-a-kind automobiles from the early 1900s to the modern era.

 The Kearney Hub hosted the White Glove Tour event, giving over 30 members and 
guests that attended a chance to touch and sit in the classic cars, and have a photo 
taken in their dream car. 

Proceeds from the event go toward NPA Foundation scholarships - awarded 
to  Nebraska high school and college students who plan to pursue careers in print 
journalism.   

(Left): What do these four car enthusiasts 
have in common besides classic cars? They 
have each served as president of the National 
NewspaperAssociation (NNA).

(l to r): John Edgecombe, Jr., publisher, 
Geneva Nebraska Signal; Chip Hutcheson, 
current NNA president and publisher of the 
Princeton (KY) Times Leader; Steve Haynes, 
publisher, Oberlin (KS) Herald; and Ken 
Rhoades, former publisher of  the Enterprise 
Publishing Co. newspapers, Blair.    
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There’s something about classic cars that stirs emotions 
and memories. Admittedly I am not a car buff, but there is 
something special about seeing cars manufactured 
40, 50 or 60 years ago that are in pristine condition.

We have a number of those vehicles in our area, 
and the local car club (Lakeland Cruisers) has the 
opportunity to exhibit cars on various occasions. 
Those are the type shows we’ve been accustomed 
to seeing, but had a new experience last week by 
visiting the Classic Car Collection in Kearney, Neb., 
home to 210 cars — the oldest we saw dated back to 1904.

Billed as Mid-America’s “premier attraction for all things 
automobile,” the exhibit features 210 automobiles that 
are in such superb condition that the attraction does not 
permit people to touch them. That wasn’t the case for 
our group — each person was given a white glove so they 
could touch the vehicles. The exhibit is so popular that it 
has drawn visitors from all 50 states as well as 59 foreign 
countries. 

We learned that there have been 1,600 automobile manu-
facturers over the past century, and many of those were 
represented in the exhibit — even though we had never 
heard of some of them, such as Moon, Gardner, Maxwell, 
Jewett, Gray and Metz.

There were two cars there that were of particular inter-
est to me.

One was a 1938 Rolls Royce limo — a special order — 
and there was not another one made like this one. So being 
a one-of-a-kind naturally carries a hefty pricetag — this 
one is valued at more than $1 million.

The other was a 1964 Chevrolet Corvair Monza, and 
immediately it rekindled memories. I learned to drive on 
a three-speed burgundy 1963 Corvair. Like the car my 
parents owned, the Corvair on exhibit had bucket seats in 
the front with the stick shift between them. It was truly a 
remarkable car because it took a fair share of abuse from 
me, but it never failed to operate as it should.

As far as I knew at that time, the Corvair was a good car 
to have. No one ever pointed at ours and said “why are you 

driving something like that?” It was clean and crisp and 
got high marks from the Road and Track publication, but 

not from consumer advocate Ralph Nader, who said 
it was the “leading candidate for the unsafest car 
title.” The Corvair was introduced in 1960, was a 
best seller by 1961, but sales declined in the latter 
part of the decade and production of the vehicle 
ceased in 1969. History would show that the Cor-
vair was important because it demonstrated that 
the American automobile industry was willing to 
step outside tradition and create a distinctive new 

class of cars. Later it would be said that the Corvair was 
the car world’s most successful failure.

• • • • •

Other reflections from our Nebraska visit …

We found plenty of things we like about the way the 
Nebraska Press Association operates. And we found a 
number of newspapers in that state that are doing well, 
even though they serve communities which don’t have large 
population figures. Some of those newspapers are located 
in communities of less than 1,000 people.

One of the most interesting stories involves Fred Arnold, 
who owns the weekly Fairbury Journal-News. He not only 
publishes a newspaper, but has an operation that manu-
factures American flags.

He explains that most of the flags available for sale in 
the U.S. carry the “Made in China” label. He had purchased 
an old sewing factory with plans to convert it into use for 
his commercial printing plant, but got the idea that he 
could start producing American-made flags. Fortunately 
the infrastructure to run a sewing operation was still in 
the plant, and there were even sewing machines in storage 
at the building. He employed seamstresses who work to 
manufacture various sizes of U.S. flags.

That shows not only the patriotism, but the entrepre-
neurial spirit of people in our business. 

Chip Hutcheson is publisher of the Princeton (KY) Times 
Leader. This column originally appeared in the April 27, 
2016, issue.

Nebraska trip ignites memories of first car 
By Chip Hutcheson, President, National Newspaper Association 
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Visit the NPA/NPAS Web site:
http://www.nebpress.com

Direct your email to:
nebpress@nebpress.com

The 2002 session of the
Nebraska Unicameral saw sever-
al major changes in tax laws —
some permanent, some tempo-
rary. Here is a summary of a 
few changes:

■ LB 1085
— Sales tax rate increase.

The Nebraska sales and use tax
rate will increase from 5 percent
to 5.5 percent. The 5.5 percent
sales tax rate is in effect from
Oct. 1, 2002 through Sept. 30,
2003.

— Magazine or journal 
subscriptions. Beginning Oct. 1,
2002, sales of magazines or
journals which are sold by 
subscription are subject to tax.

■ LB 57
— Public records. Beginning

Oct. 1, 2002, sales of public
records and documents are
exempt from tax. The exemp-
tion applies to documents such
as permits and licenses which
are required to be furnished by a
governmental agency as well as
those which are permissive in
nature, such as court records
and property tax records.

Documents developed and
produced by a governmental
agency for commercial sale to
the general public remain sub-
ject to tax provided the price is
not fixed by state law or state
regulation.  

Detailed information is avail-
able on the Nebraska
Department of Revenue’s Web
site (www.revenue.state.ne.us).

2002
Legislative
changes
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Convention photos courtesy of  Rob Dump, Hartington Cedar Co. News
and Tory Duncan, Sutton Clay Co. News

Russell Viers (above), an Adobe Certified Trainer, 
led three popular sessions on Saturday on Photo-
shop, Illustrator and InDesign tips and techniques.

The Great Idea Exchange, moderated by NNA 
President Chip Hutcheson, offered newspapers an 
opportunity to share ideas with their colleagues on 
newspaper promotions,  special sections, advertising 
products and community events.   

Workshops provided ideas, 
techniques and solutions 

to help newspapers  
 “adapt and advance”   

Friday and Saturday workshop sessions provided many ideas, solutions and techniques that at-
tendees could take back to their newspapers to implement right away. Topics included advertising 
sales, newspaper design, InDesign and Adobe tips and tricks, social media, sports photography, 
news writing/reporting and legal topic Q&A.

Make Sales
Soar Like Magic
Improve your close ratios to
70% or more with the New MiAD

Wizard!

800.223.1600 
service@metro-email.com
metrocreativeconnection.com

Go to miadwizard.com and see the magic for yourself!

No training.
No time wasted.
No more tough sells.

It's a fact that spec ads help close
more sales— and yet spec ads are
used less than 20% of the time. 
Now, with the real-world magic of
MiAD Wizard, personalizing and
presenting spec ads for EVERY
prospect is as easy as 1-2-3!
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Thank you to our 2016 NPA Convention sponsors for their 
continued support of the Nebraska Press Association!

•	 Athlon Sports Communications (TN)
•	 Associated Press
•	 Black Hills Energy
•	 J. Alan Cramer

•	 Butch & Nancy Furse Foundation
•	 Roger Galloway, CLU

•	 Kearney Hub
•	 Metro Creative Graphics (NY)

•	 Nebraska Corn Board
•	 Nebraska Digital

•	 Nebraska Farm Bureau
•	 Nebraska Investment Finance Authority

•	 Nebraska Pork Producers
•	 Omaha World-Herald

•	 Emil Reutzel
•	 Universal Information Services

Also, a BIG thank you to:
•	 Better	Newspaper	Contest	tab	design/printing: 

McBattas Packaging & Printing, Fairbury - Fred Arnold & staff 
•	 Better	Newspaper	Contest	video:

 Production/Voice-over - Mark Cramer, Cramertivity
Voice-over - Violet Kirk, NPAS

•	 Convention	logo	and	notebook	cover	art:
 Enterprise Publishing Co. - Chris Rhoades & staff 
•	 Convention	program/notebooks	printing:

Broken Bow Custer Co. Chief - Bill Parsons & staff
•	 Foundation	raffle	ticket	printing: 
Ainsworth Star-Journal - Rob Worrell 
•	 Convention	photographers:

Rob Dump, Hartington Cedar Co. News &
Tory Duncan, Sutton Clay Co. News

•	 Collegiate	Writing	Competition	facilitator: 
Josh Moody, Kearney Hub

•	 Collegiate	Photojournalism	Competition	facilitators:
Matt Miller & Jeff Bundy, Omaha World-Herald

 



The Nebraska Press Association mourns the death of 24 members and associates during the past year. 
(January 2015 - April 2016).

Their loss is shared by their communities and the newspaper profession which they so ably served 
during their lifetimes. Their civic and professional service and achievements remain as a permanent 

tribute. Their names are recorded here as an expression of remembrance and respect:    

In Memoriam

Diana Lambson
Regional Correspondent, Writer, Reporter - 

Hastings Tribune  
March 26, 2016

Eric “Benny” Benson
Longtime Friend of Newspapers, 

Office Equipment Sales -
 Western Typewriter 

March 14, 2016

Richard Holman
Reporter, Columnist - Lincoln Journal Star, 

Wall Street Journal 
March 7, 2016

Helen Green
Women’s News Editor, Assc. Editor - 

Fairbury Journal-News 
March 7, 2016

James Clemon
Reporter, Editor - Omaha World-Herald

March 7, 2016

Jerry Fricke
Writer, Sports Writer, Editor, Publisher - David City 

Banner-Press, Madison Star-Mail, Norfolk Daily News, 
Omaha World-Herald 

February 27, 2016

Bob Brehm
Press Room Mgr. - Lincoln Journal Star 

February 11, 2016

LaVonne Clap
Proof Reader, Circulation, Advertising Sales -

McCook Gazette 
January 13, 2016

Harold “Andy” Andersen
Publisher, Chief Executive, Reporter - 

Omaha World-Herald 
December 17, 2015

Mary Patricia “Pat” Wolfe
Reporter - Omaha World-Herald 

December 15, 2015

Bill Sand
Publisher, Editor - Odell Oraclle, Wymore Arbor State, 
York Republican, O’Neill Frontier, Fairbury Journal, 

Beatrice Times, Blue Valley Blade, Fillmore Co. News, 
Friend Sentinel 

December 4, 2015

Margaret Trysla
Life-long H.S./College Educator and wife of Henry 

Trysla, longtime editor of the South Sioux City 
Dakota Co. Star

November 13, 2015

Dick Herman
Editorial Writer, Statehouse Reporter, Editorial Page 

Editor - Lincoln Journal Star
October 28, 2015

Helen Prosser
Bookkeeper, Office Mgr. - Crawford Clipper

September 15, 2015



(Continued - Page 2)
The Nebraska Press Association mourns the death of 24 members and associates during the past year. 

(January 2015 - April 2016).

In Memoriam

Statement of Tribute
The officers, directors, and members of the Nebraska Press Association wish to remember the lives of 
these departed in such a way that their legacy will always be for us a time to remember, refresh, and 

renew, as we continue our lives in such a manner that brings dignity to all.

David Stern
Business Mgr., Purchasing Agent, Property Mgr. - 

Omaha World-Herald
April 27, 2015

Barb Penrod
Advertising Manager - Holdrege Daily Citizen

April 21, 2015

Cecil “Jack” Tillman
Columnist, “Our Town” - Wahoo Newspaper

April 17, 2015

 
Daryl “Shad” Killough

Owner/Publisher, Newspaperman -  Beaver City
 Times-Tribune, Red Cloud Commercial Advertiser, 

Broken Bow Custer Co. Chief
April 11, 2015

Ron Sohl
Adv. Manager - Beatrice Daily Sun

January 13, 2015

Jerry Pickerell
Owner/Publisher, Printer, Editor - Bruning Thayer Co. 

Banner-Journal, Kearney Hub, Holdrege Citizen,
 Geneva Nebraska Signal  

January 11, 2015

Ben Kuroki
Owner/Publisher, Editor, Reporter -

York (NE) Republican, Blackfoot (ID) Daily Bulletin, 
North Platte (NE) Telegraph-Bulletin, Williamston (MI) 

Enterprise, Ventura (CA) Star Free-Press 
September 1, 2015

Mike Avok
Writer, Editor - Norfolk Daily News, Omaha World-
Herald, Huron Plainsman, Pierre Capital Journal

July 30, 2015

Shirley Brown Bogue
Writer, Editor, Publisher -

Oakland Independent, Madison Star, West Point 
Republican, Lyons Mirror Sun, Craig News

June 24, 2015

Gilbert “Gil” Bailey
Assistant to the Publisher - Scottsbluff Star-Herald

May 13, 2015

Harley Lofton
Linotype Operator/Pressman, Ad Mgr., Business Mgr., 
Assc. Publisher, General Mgr. - Holdrege Daily Citizen

April 30, 2015


