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Bulletin
Upcoming Webinar:

New Business 
Development Secrets

Thursday, June 15, 2023 
1:00-2:00 p.m. CST 

Cost: $35 
$45 after deadline (June 12)

Presenter: Ryan Dohrn
 of Brain Swell Media

 Create and Execute Your Top 20 HOT 
LIST! This workshop is all about new 
business development. Learn proven  
& tested sales strategies to secure 

more meetings with the right people  to 
grow your bottom line NOW! Pump up 
your sales calls/meeting numbers by 

25-35% in the next 30 days! 
Ryan will show you how

to prospect & he will dig deep & 
explain why most clients will not agree 

to meet you. Then he will share the 
exact prospecting templates he uses 
in his emails & voice mails to grab the 
clients’ attention & convert them into 
a meeting. Plus, learn how to take 
10 of your top 20 & create a simple 
marketing plan to entice them into 

paying attention to you !
Register by June 12!

www.onlinemediacampus.com

FREE Online Media 
Campus WEBINARS 
FOR NPA MEMBERS! 
NPA Foundation will reimburse 
members  their registration fee 
(for in-person or archived webinars). 

Register & pay for the 
webinar you want to see; send 
your receipt to Susan Watson 

at NPA 
nebpress@nebpress.com 

& you’ll be reimbursed for the 
registration fee!

CONTACT INFO:
   Telephone: 800-369-2850 or 

402-476-2851
   FAX: 402-476-2942 

  E-mail: nebpress@nebpress.com
Web Site:  http://www.nebpress.com
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New NPA member benefit announced: web-based 
training course, ‘Earn Your Press Pass’ teaches 
basics of journalism
Nebraska Press Association member 
newspapers now have access to a 
new training tool in the form of Earn 
Your Press Pass, a web-based course 
that teaches the fundamentals of 
journalism. The course is available 
to all NPA member newspapers/staff 
at no cost.

A session about Earn Your Press Pass was presented by creators Lindsey 
and Joey Young, at the April NPA Convention in Lincoln.  

The course began as a cooperative project with the Kansas Press Association 
and Lindsey Young, part owner of Kansas Publishing Ventures, which operates 
four community weekly newspapers in south central Kansas. Previously a 
high school teacher, Lindsey has experience instructing students in everything 
from English to public speaking to journalism.

The course is intended to fill the gaps for newspapers having difficulty recruit-
ing trained journalists. It provides new hires the information and structure 
they need to sit down and complete lessons that teach the basics of good 
journalism. Everything from common newspaper terminology to story writing 
to media laws are covered in the lessons.  

The entire course consists of eight lessons and includes over 30 topics. People 
can go at their own pace and complete the course at their convenience. 

Not intended as a college-level course, the goal of Earn Your Press Pass is 
to impart practical, usable knowledge to participants in a straight-forward 
and comprehensive approach. Lessons are designed to prepare community 
journalists to best serve their local newspapers, without a formal degree. The 
course can also serve as a ‘refresher’ for current staff.

Learn more at https://earnyourpresspass.com/ and find out what the 
course can offer you, your newspaper, and your staff.

Members interested in signing up for the course should contact Susan 
Watson, nebpress@nebpress.com or Violet Spader, vs@nebpress.com.   
Once you’ve signed up through NPA, you’ll receive an email (from Earn Your 
Press Pass) to set up your own login (email address & password), and you’re 
ready to begin the course!
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NPA Legal Hotline
Max Kautsch
Attorney at Law

Phone: 785-840-0077
Email: maxk@kautschlaw.com

NNA asks Posta l  Regulatory 
Commission to stop hammering 
newspapers with rate surcharges
National Newspaper Association, May 10, 2023

Earlier this month, National Newspaper Association Chair 
John M. Galer asked the Postal Regulatory Commission to 
stop adding a 2% surcharge onto 
postage rate increases as part 
of its efforts to bring Periodicals 
mail back into being a profitable 
product for the Postal Service.

Galer, publisher of The Journal-
News in Hillsboro, Illinois, also 
expressed support for a new 
postage discount for marketing 
mailers. Under USPS’ current 
proposal, saturation shopper 
publications (sent to every address 
or ever residential address at marketing mail rates) will 
receive a 10% discount if they mail packages under 2 
ounces that contain at least four different advertisers’ 
messages. The mailings will have to be sent at least 10 
times a year.

USPS plans to implement another postage increase in 
excess of 8% for most newspapers’ Periodicals mail on 
July 9. That change will push the increases since January 
2021 to more than 30% over rates charged before the PRC 
changed the postal rate rules in 2020. Among the charges 
are a regulatory 2% surcharge for every mail class that 
does not produce enough revenue to cover USPS costs.

“This surcharge is adding insult to injury,” Galer said. “In 
the history of newspapers and magazines in the mail, they 
have rarely covered all postal costs. A small exception was 
in 2006 just after USPS implemented an extraordinarily 
large increase — and before iPhones came out. That lasted 
just a couple of years. Since then, Periodicals have been 
under water.

“Subscribers, who are the ultimate payers of these rates, 
simply cannot keep up with the ever-rising postage costs,” 
he continued. “The Commission may have thought that 
these aggressive charges would somehow change that 
equation, but it has not and it will not. The surcharge 
provides USPS with very little revenue, but it is hurting 
newspaper subscribers. We think it is time for the PRC to 
change its rule.”

The Postal Service is required to seek PRC review of its 
semiannual postage increases. Typically, the PRC approves 
the increases.

Read NNA’s letter here:
https://nna.org/pub/doc/nna-letter-to-prc-5-10-2023.pdf

Cozad Local newspaper approved 
as new NPA member
At their April 13 quarterly board meeting, the Nebraska 
Press Association board of directors voted unanimously 
to approve membership to Cozad Local, a weekly 
newspaper which launched on March 2, 2022, covering 
the communities in Dawson County, Nebraska.

After publishing for 52 consecutive weeks, Cozad Local 
became eligible for NPA membership as a legal Nebraska 
newspaper.

Cozad Local co-owners, Colten Venteicher and John Bell 
of Syndicate Publishing, LLC, also own the Gothenburg 
Leader, Callaway Courier and Minden Courier. Syndicate 
Publishing is based in Gothenburg, NE.   
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Award-winning invest igat ive 
journalist, reporter joins Sidney Sun-
Telegraph staff
Sun-Telegraph, April 20, 2023
A. Marie Hamilton, investigative journalist and former 
USA Today reporter, joined the Sun-Telegraph newsroom 
in mid-April.

Hamilton spent 17 years of her career working for 
Gannett, part of the USA Today network in Arizona, 
before moving to smaller markets.  Her passion is hyper 
-local and small-town reporting. She graduated from 
Arizona State University (ASU) Walter Cronkite School 
of Journalism and Mass Communications, with a B.A. 
in Print Journalism, with a focus on political reporting 
journalism. She later graduated again from ASU with 
a Masters of Arts in Print Journalism, with a focus on 
data and investigative journalism. 

Over her 22-year journalism career, she has won 
numerous awards from press associations in Arizona, 
Colorado and Wyoming, as well as awards from 
National Newspaper Assn., Associated Press, Society 
of Professional Journalists, and National Press 
Photographers Assn., and American Society of Media 
Photographers.

In the Sun-Telegraph article announcing her employment 
with the newspaper, Hamilton said, “I’m passionate 
about small-town reporting, because I’m originally from 
a small town myself and I remember the impact our local 
newspaper had on our community. I’m also passionate 
about covering agriculture, local government and school 
boards. I look forward to bringing Cheyenne County all 
the news it needs, and more.”

Journal Star photographer takes 
first-place prize
Lincoln Jounal Star, May 10, 2023
Lincoln Journal Star staff photographer Kenneth Ferriera 
won first place in the Great Plains Journalism Awards 
in the Sports Feature category for a photo he took of the 
East High School softball team’s pregame routine.

He was also a finalist in the Feature Photography 
category for a drone photo of the repainted basketball 
court near Capitol Parkway and South Street.

Prior to working at the Journal Star, Kenneth worked for 
the Greensboro News & Record, Omaha World-Herald, 
Hartington Cedar Co. News, HuskerVision, and the Daily 
Nebraskan. He’s a UNL graduate majoring in journalism  

The Great Plains journalism contest includes newspapers, 
magazines and broadcasters from NE, IA, MO, OK, KS, 
AR, ND and SD. The awards, sponsored by the Tulsa 
Press Club, were announced May 5.

Other Journal Star finalists were:
• Andrew Wegley for Beat Reporting on public safety
• Peter Salter for General News (follow-up on a fatal 

pool ceiling collapse at a hotel in York) and Feature 
Writing (about return by the Nebraska History 
Museum of a Sioux warrior’s ceremonial items to his 
family in Florida).

• Amie Just for Sports Reporting (detailing how 
Nebraska packed up its football team for a trip to 
Ireland).

• L. Kent Wolgamott for Entertainment Feature 
(about 88-year-old blues musician Bobby Rush 
before his performance at ZooFest).

• Justin Wan in General News Photography (photo 
taken after a Nebraska pardons board hearing for 
Earnest Jackson).   

Prairie Doc Perspectives offer free, 
weekly columns with focus on rural 
health topics 
Prairie Doc® Perspectives’ health care columns provide 
the public with free, accurate information written by 

trusted, local health 
professionals. These 
weekly columns are 
published in over 170 
newspapers across 
six states, including 
2 6  N e b r a s k a 
newspapers. 

P a p e r s  t h a t  d o 
publish these columns as a service to their readers have 
given the columns high marks. Papers can publish the 
columns weekly basis, or as you have space available. 

To sign up to receive the free, weekly Prairie Doc 
columns - sent directly to your newspaper each week, 
email: contact@prairiedoc.org. 

Their mailing address: Healing Words Foundation, PO 
Box 752, Brookings, SD 57006. For more information 
about Prairie Doc: https://www.prairiedoc.org
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Nominate your “News Pet” for Editor & Publisher’s News Pet Hall of Fame
Editor & Publisher Magazine has a fun “News Pets” promotion, geared to newspapers and publications that 
have hired furry friends to help bring some calm to their workplaces. 

Nominate your “News Pet” by completing their (short) form, and 
include photos of your furry pet. E&P will share your submission 
with their news publishing community, and all selected “News 
Pets” will receive a complimentary full-year subscription to the 
print version of E&P Magazine.

Click on this link for details & complete their short nomination 
form & attach a photo of your furry friend:

https://www.editorandpublisher.com/eandpnewspets/index.html?   

Let NPA know if your furry friend gets selected by E&P!

Scottsbluff Star-Herald to reduce print 
edition publication to three days
Star-Herald, by Joan von Kampen, May 12, 2023
Star-Herald Editor, Joan von Kampen announced to their 
readers that starting June 13, the print edition of the 
newspaper will move to publishing three days a week: 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday; down from six days 
a week. In addition, the newspaper will transition from 
being delivered by traditional delivery carrier to mailed 
delivery by the U.S. Postal Service.

Each three-day-a-week print edition of the Star-Herald will 
be an expanded edition, with more content, more sections 
and more pages. The paper offers their digital platforms 
(website, mobile app, social media) seven days a week.

In April, the Star-Herald’s parent company, Lee 
Enterprises announced plans to reduce the number 
of days it prints in most of its newspapers to three 
days a week in the coming months. The decision to cut 
publication days has been an industry trend due to 
changing news consumption habits, shifts in advertising 
trends, increasing newsprint costs and the job market. 

Two inducted into 2023 Marian 
Andersen  Nebraska  Women 
Journalists Hall of Fame  
Nebraska Press Women
Two trailblazing Nebraska journalists were inducted into 
the 2023 Nebraska Women Journalists Hall of Fame on 
Saturday evening, April 22, during the Nebraska Press 
Women’s Spring Conference in Beatrice, NE. Honored 
during the banquet were inductees Linda Beermann 
(posthumously) and Mary Hepburn.

Linda Beermann, a Nebraska City native and UNL broadcast 
journalism graduate began her career at KOLN/KGIN-TV 
in Lincoln, NE, in 1968 as a reporter and photographer. 
Two years later, the station named her weekend weather 
newscaster, while continuing her assignments as a 

reporter and later news assignment editor. In 1979 KOLN 
named  he r 
its first full-
time evening 
w e a t h e r 
newscaster. 
She is believed 
t o  b e  t h e 
first women 
nationally to 
be promoted 
to that role at a 
local television 
s t a t i o n . 
W h i l e  n o t 
trained as a 

meteorologist, Linda was an apt researcher, and her 
thoroughness gained the trust of viewers along the way. In 
1986, she resigned from her broadcasting career to spend 
more time with her two young sons, but remained  active 
in many community, civic and state activities. Linda, the 
wife of former NPA Executive Director, Allen Beermann, 
died November 25, 2022.

Mary Hepburn, a  North Platte native, received her 
Associate degree in Science from Mid-Plains Community 
College and in 1970 went on to UNL majoring in journalism 
with a minor in education, graduating in 1972. In 1973 
she taught journalism at Lincoln Southeast, then moved 
to Canada where she taught high school journalism 
in Montreal and Toronto and then taught college level 
journalism in Ottawa. In Montreal she started a high 
school journalism program writing the curriculum. In 
1995 she came back to North Platte and began writing 
a weekly column for The Telegraph, which 28 years later 
she is still writing. 

The Marian Andersen Hall of Fame was created by 
Nebraska Press Women in 2011 to recognize women 
journalists who have made a difference for their 
profession and their communities. Nominees must have 
a Nebraska background by birth or work experience, 
having spent a significant amount of their professional 
careers in the state. Inductees are selected by the NPW 
Board of Directors. 

               photo courtesy of Nebraska Press Women
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2023 NPA Convention, April 14-15
LINKS TO:

— SAT 4/15 BETTER NEWSPAPER CONTEST VIDEO PRESENTATION:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DCYN0iEt3Zz15c6aBU2u7JMj9nD6wd3o/view?usp=sharing

— FRI-SAT 4/14-15 CONVENTION PHOTOS:
https://nebpress.com/nebraska-photojournalism/

NOTE: If you publish any of these photos, 
BE SURE TO GIVE ATTRIBUTION TO THE PHOTOGRAPHERS:

— Friday & Saturday day sessions/lunches – photographer, Kirk Rangel (UNL student)  
— Friday evening reception & banquet – photographer, Jeremy Buss
— Saturday evening reception & banquet – photographer, Julie Koch 

— SEE ATTACHED PDF (attached to Bulletin) FOR LINKS TO   
BREAKOUT SESSION PRESENTATIONS: 

—  Ryan Dohrn (Sales/Mktg)
—  Julie Bergman (Newspaper Mergers/Acquisitions) 

—  Max Kautsch (NPA Legal Hotline Attorney)
— Covering the Courts in Nebraska (NE State Bar Foundation)   

— 2023 PRIZE-WINNING LOGO
This years’ BNC winners: you can publish this logo in your newspaper  

(PDF attached to Bulletin)
  

— A COPY OF THE 2023 BETTER NEWSPAPER CONTEST TAB
 WAS MAILED TO EACH NPA NEWSPAPER IN EARLY MAY. 

Congratulations to this years’ winners! 
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The power of enthusiasm
By John Foust, Greensboro, NC
There’s a story about a professor of literature at the 
University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill. As he 
approached retirement, someone from the newspaper 
interviewed him. During the course of their conversation, 
the reporter asked the wise old professor about the most 
beautiful words he had ever read. He paused for a second 
or two and said, “Walk with light.” 

“That truly is beautiful,” the reporter said. “Who wrote 
those magnificent words? Shakespeare? Milton? Keats?” 
“No,” he replied. “It’s a sign at a crosswalk across from 
the campus on Franklin Street.” 

Walk with light. We could discuss the deep meanings 
and implications of “light” all day long. But for now, 
let’s use it as a metaphor for enthusiasm. When we go 
through the day with enthusiasm, we cast a positive 
light all around us.

Don’t get the wrong idea about enthusiasm. Jumping 
up and down is animation, not enthusiasm. While some 
people are naturally animated in their enthusiasm, 
genuine enthusiasm is an inner sense of optimism, 
excitement and joyful anticipation. My Great-Aunt 
Maude, who lived to the age of 106, was one of the most 
enthusiastic people I’ve ever known. When I visited her 
in her later years, she radiated enthusiasm with a great 
big smile that said, “I’m happy you’re here.” 

It’s been said that the last four letters of the word 
“enthusiasm” stand for “I am sold, myself.” That’s 
especially true in the world of advertising, because it’s 

our business to sell and create ads that help our clients 
sell their products. If we aren’t excited about that, how 
in the world can we expect our advertisers to be excited 
about buying what we sell? 

Enthusiasm is not frivolous. When it comes to work, 
enthusiasm is a roll-up-your-sleeves word. Ralph 
Waldo Emerson famously wrote, “Nothing great was 
ever achieved without enthusiasm.” Elbert Hubbard, a 
noted author and philosopher said, “Enthusiasm is the 
great hill-climber.” And opera star Placido Domingo once 
commented, “My strength is my enthusiasm.”  

Some people are naturally enthusiastic, while others may 
struggle with the idea. After all, it’s difficult to be excited 
all day long, even for people for whom enthusiasm comes 
naturally. So, how do you become more enthusiastic? 
Many believe that the secret is to break it into smaller 
pieces. For example, instead of making a general 
statement like, “I’m going to be a more enthusiastic 
person,” focus your attention on something like, “I’m 
going to be enthusiastic about contacting that list of 
prospects.” Then you can attack that list with greater 
energy for shorter periods of time. 

Enthusiasm is a matter of setting a goal and managing 
your attitude as you reach toward that goal. You might 
say, “I’m going to get excited about making my report at 
the next sales meeting.” With such a specific and doable 
goal, that effort can lead to an even better report at the 
following meeting, and so on. That’s how to build positive 
momentum. 

Enthusiasm can light the path. 

John Foust has conducted training programs for thousands of 
newspaper advertising professionals. Many ad departments 
are using his training videos to save time and get quick results 
from in-house training. Email for information: john@johnfoust.com
(c) Copyright 2023 by John Foust. All rights reserved.

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: 
All affidavits and tearsheets being mailed or 

emailed to the NPA office should go to:

ATTN: WENDY JURGENS
OnePress

845 ‘S’ Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

Phone: 402-476-2851
Wendy’s email: wendy@nebpress.com  

Thank you!

A NOTE & CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
FROM GWEN LINDBERG:

(April, 2023) Gwen writes: “I am in another stage 
of life and have moved to the Villa here in West Point. 
Thank you to all who have been keeping me informed 
about your lives over the years. Due to my limited 
eyesight caused by macular degeneration, it is best 
if you call rather than write, email or text. My cell # 
is 402-380-2965. My new address is: St. Joseph’s 
Hillside Villa, 540 East Washington, Room 202, West 
Point, NE 68788 and I would love to have you visit. 
Thank you for your friendship through the years and 
God’s blessings!” GWEN

Call the Nebraska Press 
Association Legal Hotline

Max Kautsch, 
Attorney at Law

Phone 785-840-0077 
Fax 785-842-3039
maxk@kautschlaw.com 
kautschlaw.com

785-840-0077

Have a Legal Question?

Max Kautsch

NPA Legal Hotline - free member benefit! 
The Nebraska Press Association’s LEGAL HOT-
LINE is provided FREE to newspapers as part of  
annual NPA membership dues - providing solid, 
prompt legal advice aimed at preventing trouble 
and helping our newspapers do their job. 

Questions about closed meetings or courts, 
public records, Letters to the Editor, employment 
law issues, etc? Contact Max Kautsch, NPA’s 
LEGAL HOTLINE attorney.  



Advertising in the Classified Advertising Exchange is no charge for NPA members and $10 per 
week for non-members (approximately 25 words). It’s a great way to sell or find equipment, hire 

a new employee, advertise a service you provide, sell or buy a newspaper. Only Nebraska member 
newspapers may advertise for help wanted for Nebraska newspapers. No out-of-state help wanted 

advertisements accepted. 
Mail, email or fax us your ad copy by noon Friday for the following weeks’ Bulletin. Contact Susan 
Watson in the NPA office: (402)476-2851/NE: 800-369-2850, or email: nebpress@nebpress.com.

Classified Advertising Exchange
 May 22, 2023

EDUCATION REPORTER:  Do you want to share the 
stories of students and the schools they attend? 
 The Norfolk Daily News has an immediate, 
full-time newsroom opening that involves reporting, 
writing and editing, with opportunities for page design 
if desired. 
 The current opening is for an education reporter 
whose job it would be to investigate stories, attend 
events and research happenings within the field of 
education. Topics may include local matters such 
as school board meetings or broader issues, such as 
legislation changes and how they affect schools and 
students. 
 Applicants should have a degree in journalism 
or demonstrated experience with a newspaper or other 
media outlets. 
 The Daily News is a family-owned news 
organization with a six-day-a-week newspaper and 
comprehensive online, mobile and social media 
presence. Applicants looking for a competitive salary, 
strong fringe benefits package and a great working 
environment are encouraged to contact Jay Prauner, 
managing editor of the News, via email at editor@
norfolkdailynews.com.

WANTED:  Editor and graphic designer for busy weekly 
newspaper operation. 
 Pay commensurate with experience and know-
how. We will train and help the right candidates to  be 
successful in a valued business.
 Contact Jim or Julie Dickerson, Albion News/
Boone County Tribune, 328 W. Church Street, Albion, 
NE 68620. Phone 402-395-2115.

WANTED: The Nance County Journal has an immediate, 
full or part time opening that involves writing, ad 
design and sales, page layout and all aspects of a local 
newspaper. 
 The current opening is for at least 24 hours a 
week working in the office in Fullerton and covering 
events in Nance County. Other duties could be assigned. 
 A degree in journalism or experience with 
newspapers or other publishing is preferred, but not 
required. Experience with Microsoft and Adobe products 
preferred. Willing to train the right candidate. 
 Salary will commensurate with experience. 
Please email resume to sparrowpubs@gmail.com

       
 

ATTACHED TO THIS WEEK’S BULLETIN: 
•	 PDF OF LINKS TO CONVENTION BREAKOUT SESSIONS
•	 2023 PRIZE-WINNING LOGO (for BNC Award winners)



Links to 2023 NPA Convention Sessions (April 14-15) 
 

RYAN DOHRN – Brain Swell Media, LLC 
Download PDFs of his 2023 Convention Sessions 

 
• Community Newspapers: Right Time Business at the Right Time 

https://www.nebpress.com/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/CommunityNewspapers-
RightBizattheRightTime-DOHRN-04-14-23-NPAConvention.pdf 
 

• 7 Ways to Sell Digital Like a Boss 
https://www.nebpress.com/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/SellDigitalLikeaBoss-DOHRN-04-14-23-
NPAConvention.pdf 
 

• Selling Paid & Sponsored Content 
https://www.nebpress.com/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/SellingPaidSponsoredContent-DOHRN-
04-14-23-NPAConvention.pdf 
 

• Flipping Sales Objections on the Spot 
https://www.nebpress.com/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/FlippingObjectionsontheSpot-DOHRN-
04-15-23-NPAConvention.pdf 

 
For questions or more information on his convention sessions, 
contact Ryan: ryan@brainswellmedia.com 
 
            
 

 
JULIE BERGMAN – Page 1 Publications/Julie Bergman Group 

Download PDFs of her 2023 Convention Sessions 
 

• Best Practices in Tougher Times 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sxfdfuikghhe5l0/2023%20Nebraska
%20Management.pptx?dl=0 
 

• Determining Your Newspapers Value 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fz6oy6rx764er9k/2023%20Nebraska
%20Press.pptx?dl=0 
 
For questions or more information on her convention sessions, 
contact Julie: jbergman@juliebergmangroup.com; Phone: 218-230-
8943; www.juliebergmangroup.com 
 
 



MAX KAUTSCH – NPA Legal Hotline 
From Max’s 4/15/23 convention session: 

 
I wanted to share a link to the Excel spreadsheet I referenced during 
my presentation. You can download the spreadsheet with this link 
(you may have to copy and paste the link into your browser): 
http://kautschlaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/NPA-
publishing-law-spreadsheet.xlsx 
 
As an aside, I used the spreadsheet when a member had a question about 
the authority requiring cities to publish their proceedings. One of the broad 
categories on the spreadsheet is "Publication of proceedings," and one of the 
subtopics is "cities and villages of less than 100,000."  I clicked the link 
included in the subtopic 
(https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=19-
1102), which led me to the statute requiring cities to publish "a statement 
of the proceedings" of their council meetings within 30 days of the 
meetings. A city would have a hard time questioning their responsibilities to 
publish once it is reminded of that statute. 
 
I also wanted to elaborate a little bit on the privacy and copyright 
issues that come along with publishing photos of identifiable 
individuals. The general rule, as I mentioned at the session, is that 
newspapers are protected from liability for publishing identifiable images of 
persons so long as such a person has no reasonable expectation of privacy 
AND taking the picture serves a newsworthy interest. Those two steps 
incorporate various aspects of American privacy and copyright law to create 
the "newsworthiness exception" that makes it so papers don't have to get 
permission from every subject their photographers encounter.   
 
To use the example of the Easter Egg hunt as an illustration, if the 
event is taking place outside (i.e., everyone is viewable on Google Earth) OR 
there were no limitations placed on the attendance (i.e., the media/public 
was invited to church) AND it's a well-attended/significant community event, 
the risk for publishing photos of such an event would be negligible, and 
there would be no meaningful reason to worry about getting signed releases 
from the subjects of the photos. This article delves further into how to 
think about these issues beyond the shorthand two-part 
test: https://helensedwick.com/how-to-use-images-of-real-people-
without-violating-privacy-and-publicity-rights/  
 
Even so, it may be prudent to get licenses to use images under certain 
circumstances, and may sometimes even be necessary (or impossible). A 
time to be cautious, for example, would be when covering high school sports 
if those schools or their athletic associations have created contractual 
relationships regarding student-athlete copyrighted images that trump the 



general rule. I'm happy to further flesh out any issues if anyone would like 
to call to discuss. 
 
Finally, I promised that I would produce a disclaimer of sorts to 
protect against potential liability for advertisers of legal notices that 
fail to draft the notice properly. 
 
I offer this: Client remains solely responsible for the contents of the 
advertisement(s) and for compliance with any laws regulating such 
advertising.  
 
I adapted that simple disclaimer from this voluminous standard ad 
agreement the LA Times uses. I would note that it may well be a good 
idea to use a disclaimer like this for every advertiser, whether they 
be a publisher of legal notices or not.  
 
I hope these resources are helpful, and please do not hesitate to call if you 
wish to discuss these or any other issues related to publishing law in 
Nebraska. 
 
For questions or more information regarding his convention session, 
or any NPA Legal Hotline questions:  Max Kautsch, Attorney at Law* 
Kautsch Law, LLC; 810 Pennsylvania Street, Ste. 207; Lawrence, KS 66044 
(785) 840-0077; fax (785) 842-3039; maxk@kautschlaw.com; 
https://kautschlaw.com/ 
 
*Admitted in Kansas and Nebraska 
 
              
 

 
COVERING THE COURTS IN NEBRASKA  

From 4/15/23 convention session panel discussion 
 

• Covering the Courts in Nebraska 
https://www.nebpress.com/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/ReportingonCourtsinNE-04-15-23-
NPAConvention.pdf 
 

• Guide to Reporting & Writing About the Courts 
NOTE: This guide was originally created for high school students, but 
the content serves as a primer for anyone new to court 
reporting/writing. 

https://www.nebpress.com/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/GuidetoReportingandWriting-
AbouttheCourts-NEStateBarFound.pdf 
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